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letters given you Instances, that have been related to me
by persons I cannot mention at this distance.1 I think a
particular account of Forbes's matter ought to be trans-
mitted and published here. The part which the Archbishop
of Dublin had In prosecuting it has been extremely well
taken on this side, and I am glad of the City's gratitude to
hlm.a I congratulate with you for the converts you men-
tion, and hope they are sincere, because they can propose
little temporal interest as your circumstances are. However,
I doubt whether, on this side of the water, they would meet
with SO' good encouragement

We are now every day expecting news from abroad of the
greatest importance, nothing less than a battle, a siege raised,
or Lille taken.3 Wagers run two to one for the last. In the
last Gazette it was certainly affirmed that there would be
a battle: but the copy coming to the office to be corrected
I prevailed with them to let rne soften the phrase a little,
so as to leave some room for possibilities;4 and I do not
find the soldiers here are so very positive. However, it is a
period of the greatest expectation I ever remember, and
God in his mercy send a good issue. This is all I have to
say at present I will soon write again if any other thing
be worth sending, and then it shall be in more form.

1  The idea was prevalent in England that there was at that time a
strong Jacobite faction in Trinity College, and, so far as the students
were concerned, there seems to have been some ground for that view.
King says in the letter already cited (supra^ p. 102, n. 4) that it was sup-
posed tc several from. England and Scotland have been of late indus-
trious secretly to corrupt our youth, especially in the College,3'   The
heads of the College were, however, thoroughly loyal to the Hanover
succession, and in the Senate " all the old and stayed menJ; voted for
Forbes's degradation, and only u some young men " opposed It.

2  This sentence was evidently framed to mislead the postal officials,
in the event of their opening the letter, as to the person to whom it
was written.   Like the two previous letters from Swift to King (sufra^
pp. 85, 92), this one bears no address or superscription, and was
probably enclosed, like them, in one to Dean Stearne.   Forster thought
(" Life," p. 240} that it was addressed to Primate Marsh.

3  Lille had then been invested for some weeks by Marlborough and
his allies. The town was thought impregnable, and the siege excited
extraordinary interest tliroughout Europe.

4  As Forster notes ("Life,7* p. 243), this incident shows not only
Swift's interest, hut also his influence over Steele (p. 80, n. i) at that
time.own.e very handsome,
